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SUBSEQUENT  EGG  PRODUCTION 


1947 


1950 


1953 


pnevious  JAN  -  occ. 


1956 
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NEG.   Ia]0-i5(9|      AGRICULTURAL  MARKETiHC  SERVICE 


Reductions  in  the  numbers  of  chick- 
ens raised  are  not  followed  by  corre- 
sponding reductions  in  the  number  of 
eggs  produced.  In  fact,  annual  egg 
production,  on  a  September -August 
12 -month  basis,  has  not  declined  in  any 
year  since  1948,  despite  the  fact  that 
fewer  replacement  chickens  than  the 
year  before  were  raised  for  the  egg 
production  flocks  of  1951,  1953,  and 
1954.  The  number  of  chickens  raised 


to  provide  pullets  for  early  1956  was 
15  percent  below  the  year  before,  but 
1955-56  egg  output  is  expected  to  about 
equal  1954-55. 

Trends  toward  more  pullets  saved 
per  100  chickens  raised,  and  more 
eggs  per  layer,  as  well  as  variations 
in  the  number  of  old  hens  held  over, 
have  done  much  to  offset  the  effects 
of  reductions  in  the  numbers  of  chick- 
ens raised. 
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OB  pooLaar  ah>  an  snomoi  at  a  ozaks 


nam 


195^ 


i:  t 

::  NoDth 

1955  or 

::  dat* 


[ATuvfla 

:i9w*-53: 


195^ 


1955 


Conanta  cd 
enrrant  sltiiAtlao 


I  prodaotlao 


1mjvt»  on  ttaem  , 


Rate  of  lay  per  layer  . . 

Apparent  disappearance 
of  shell  eggs  per 

civlUan  1/   


Dried  eeg  jroOiaotlan  . 
Frloe  rsealTsd 


m.  doB. 


NLmcaa 


HU.  U). 
NU.  U). 

.iCt.par  dot. 


Frio*  rsoelTsd  'by 
ftoasrs  mm  m  s*reaat- 


BQQS 


:Sept. 

307.6 

391 

2 

399.8 

:8ept. 

11.6 

13 

k 

13.8 

iJuly 

29-5 

30 

k 

31.6 

'Aug. 

12.0 

6 

1 

10.0 

•Aug. 

7.3 

12 

2 

13.2 

'Sept. 

1*7.2 

33 

6 

i»3.8 

•at  iSept. 

92 

61» 

&r 

dos.iAug. 

64.8 

58.0 

61.4 

lg8  f— d  pilo*  ratio  . 

: 

..:  £b. 

ftod  :Sept. 

12.7 

8.7 

12.6 

Stoekst 
Trouo 


315.7 

1*23.8 

431.8 

tAa  1 

.jcw  •  1, 

Reduction  froB  laat  year  In 

10.8 

13.9 

nuaber  of  layers,  aore  than 

offset  by  Increased  rate  of 

lay 

28.2 

30.0 

2/31.3 

7.8 

7.1 

5.3 

1.0 

1.2 

'»9.7 

32.4 

42.9 

90 

60 

82 

68.7 

56.0 

64.4 

13.5 

8.5 

12.5 

!Was  record-low  last  fall;  now 

m.  lb. 


ChlokB  fcatohsd  b7  oob- 
■nolal  batoterlaa  ... 


FnUsta  not  jat  of 
lajlne  ags  on  fMa 

Faza  prlea  of  poolter 
ration  


:I>dL.par  ovttSept. 


Price  received  by  fam- 
ers  for  chickens,  live 

Broilers   

Fara  chickens   

All  chickens   


Price  received  by  fara- 
ers  for  all  chickens  as 
a  percentage  of  parity. 

Retail  price  of  broilers 
and  fryers  dressed 
(AHS)  3/   


Prloe  rsealTBd  by 
famsrs  for  turksja^ 
lira  


Stooka: 

Fooltry,  arnlnrtli^ 
tinto j0  •••••••.«• 


Sept.  1 
Sept.  1 

Aug. 


3,7'tO 
205.0 

59.2 

182.3 

3-75 


1,031 
160.8 


1,680  "Oct.  1 
:t 

179.9  "Oct.  1 


100.0     107.6  ::sept. 


131*. 7 
3.89 


123.7  ::irov.  1 
:i 

3.47  "Oct.  1 


2,672 

iSo.o 

55.6 
112.8 
3.69 


833  1,140 

138.8  154.3 

97.5  98.1 

76.8  75.5 

3.80  3.44 


near  average 


At  this  season,  alaost  all 
for  broilers 


Ct.  per  lb. 
Ct.  per  Ih. 


FOOLSnr 


Sept. 
Sept. 


Ct.  per  lb . isept. 


31.2 
25.0 
27.0 


Percent 


Ct.  per  lb. 


Ct. 


Vb. 


Sept. 


Aug. 


Sept. 


50.1 


23.0 
15.3 
19-5 


66 


51.2 


3'*.5  27.7 


Mil.  lb.  £5ept.  1 


Broller-feed  price 
raUo  4/   ■. 


Tnrkay-fead  prlea  ratio 

ATazage  aeakly  plaoa- 
■ant  of  cMoka  In 
13  broiler  areas  ...... 


m.  lb. 


U>.  food  :3ept. 
U>.  feed.  :8ept. 


MUllo 


Sept.  1 


100.8 
32.7 

9.1* 


Sept. 


96.0 
50.6 

'*.3 
7.1 

13-1 


25.5  "Oct. 
18.9  "Oct. 

22.6  "Oct. 


79  "Oct. 
:: 


53.7  IjSept. 
30.9  "Oct. 

71.8  "Oct.  1 
48.0  "Oct.  1 


30.2 
24.1 
25-9 


99 


51.7 


21.0 
14.0 
17.8 


60 


22.3 
18.1 
20.4 


71 


50.4  53.1 


3'*.9  27.1 


5.3 
8.9 


;:Oct. 
!»ct. 


123.2 
4l.o 


9.6 


13.8  "Oct. 


110.8 
77.6 

4.0 
7.1 

U.5 


31-5 

85-7 
71*. 9 

4.6 
9.2 

IU.5 


Likely  to  continue  low  for 
remainder  of  year  for  broilers 


Advantage  over  last  year  aay 
narrow  as  season  progresses 


Not  yet  reduced  by  decline 
in  broiler  prices 


1/  TOds  series  has  been  changed  frost  that  appearing  In  Issues  of  the  Situation  prior  to  1955,  and  now  represents  only  shell  eggs. 
The  co^lete  series  for  1938-54  appeared  on  page  24  of  ^B-175.    2/  Preliminary.    3/  The  lO-year  averages  In  this  line  are  not 
precisely  ccEq>arable  to  the  averages  for  the  individual  aonths,  since  prior  to  April  I949  this  item  was  reported  as  "chickens,"  and 
since  then  as  "broilers  and  fryers."    4/  Bils  differs  from  the  chicken-feed  price  ratio  appearing  In  this  table  prior  to  PES-I76. 
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THE    POULTRY    AND    EGG  SITUATION 


Approved  by  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board,  November  10,  1955 

SUMMARY 

More  eggs,  c'nickens,  and  turkeys  are  likely  to  be  produced  on  farms  in 
1956  than  in  1955'    Higher  poultry  product  prices  in  1955  have  made  gross  re- 
turns above  feed  costs  sufficient  to  induce  expeinsion  for  the  coming  year, 
particularly  in  view  of  the  prospect  that  feed  prices  will  continue  relatively 
low.    Eggs  and  broilers  are  setting  new  production  records  this  year,  and  the 
nxanber  of  turkeys  produced  is  only  about  h  percent  below  the  195^  record. 

Egg  production  to  mid-sxmnner  1956  is  likely  to  average  close  to  corre- 
sponding 1955  levels,  since  the  2  or  3  percent  decrease  anticipated  in  potential 
layers  vill  be  about  offset  by  prospective  increases  in  the  rate  of  lay.  After 
mid-summer,  egg  production  will  be  increasingly  influenced  by  the  number  of 
replacement  pullets  added  to  the  laying  flock.    This  is  likely  to  be  up,  since 
chickens  raised  for  flock  replacement  are  likely  to  increase  from  the  1955 
record-low  of  524  million. 

Egg  prices  through  most  of  195°  are  likely  to  average  lower  than  in  1955* 
In  late  January,  February,  and  March  1955  there  was  an  unusxial  egg  price  rtm-up 
which  is  not  likely  to  be  repeated.    Later  in  the  spring,  if  expectations  re- 
garding increased  flock  replacement  are  borne  out,  demand  for  storage  may  be 
weaJt  in  anticipation  of  a  leirger  egg  supply  in  the  fall  than  this  year's  record. 
Per  capita  supplies  may  be  a  little  below  the  1955  estimate  of  kYJ  eggs  per 
civilian. 

Increased  efficiency  in  feed-meat  conversion  and  continued  easy  financ- 
ing, in  addition  to  prospective  lower  feed  prices,  are  expected  to  stimulate 
broiler  producers  to  increase  output  somewhat  in  195^.    An  increase  is  likely 
even  at  prices  several  cents  per  po\md  below  the  average  of  26.3  cents  per 
poimd  received  by  farmers  in  the  first  10  months  of  1955-    Broiler  prices  in 
1955  were  buoyed  by  a  sharp  reduction  in  marketings  in  the  first  qmrter,  strong 
demand  during  the  summer,  and  by  reduced  competition  from  yo^ang  farm  chickens 
later  in  the  year,  in  line  with  the  15  percent  reduction  in  the  output  of  that 
class  of  poultry.    At  the  present  time  there  is  no  evidence  that  those  price- 
supporting  influences  will  be  repeated.    Per  capita  supplies  of  chicken  meat 
from  all  sources  in  195^  will  probably  slightly  exceed  the  1955  total,  when 
22.7  poimds  (ready-to-cook)  are  being  consumed.    This  level  was  exceeded  in 
1952  and  1954. 
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In  early  November  1955,  live  turkeys  at  the  farm  vere  1  to  3  cents  per 
poxmd  above  last  year,  with  the  larger  increase  for  the  heavier  birds.  Earlier 
in  the  season,  the  comparison  with  last  yeaj:  had  been  somewhat  more  favorable, 
especially  for  heavy  toms.    Combined  with  lower  feed  costtf,  this  may  induce  an 
increase  in  turkey  numbers  in  195^,  above  the  record  65.9  million  birds  of  195^* 
In  1955,  63.1  million  are  being  grown,  16.I  million  of  the  small  breeds  and 
U7.0  million  heavy-breed  birds. 

An  October  1  svirvey  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  reported  that  turkey 
rreeders  then  intended  to  keep  13  percent  more  heav>' -breed  turkey  hens  than  last 
.  ee^r  for  hatching -egg  production,  and  7  percent  more  light-breed  hens.  The 
Department  issued  a  cautionary  press  release  after  this  report,  pointing  out 
that  early-season  intentions  can  provide  a  basis  for  readjusting  production 
plans  from  the  large  indicated  increase.    Per  capita  turkey  consumption  in  1955 
is  4.5  pounds,  compared  with  4.9  pounds  in  195^,  and  3-2  pounds  as  the  19^7-^9 
average . 

OUTLCX^ 

Little  Net  Change  in 

Demand,  Feed  Costs  Lower 

Despite  the  prospect  that  per  capita  consxmier  purchasing  power  and  total 
nonfeurm  employment  in  195^  will  rise  slightly  from  the  favorable  1955  levels, 
the  over-all  per  capita  demand  for  eggs  and  poultry  meat  is  unlikely  to  rise. 
Supplies  of  red  meat  which  compete  with  poultry  will  likely  be  large  and  prices 
lower  than  a  year  earlier.    For  eggs,  the  seasonal  demand  for  storage  will 
likely  be  down,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  in  1955?  for  the  second  consecutive 
year,  storage  operators  lost  money  on  eggs  stored  without  a  hedge.    As  a  con- 
sequence of  both  of  these  prospective  influences,  poultry  and  eggs  may  be  in  a 
more  difficult  competitive  situation  than  in  1955'    To  sell  readily,  poultry 
may  have  to  be  even  more  attractively  priced  relative  to  beef  emd  pork  (table  2). 
Sp-*ingtime  egg  prices,  to  be  attractive  to  storers  and  speculators,  may  require 
an  even  wider  margin  than  in  1955  between  them  and  prospective  fall  prices. 

Although  demand  for  poxiltry  products  will  be  no  stronger,  the  po\iltry- 
man's  greatest  cost  item  probably  will  be  cheaper  in  most  of  1956  than  in  1955. 
Feed  supplies  for  1955-5^  are  record  large,  both  in  total  and  per  animal  unit, 
and  prices  for  both  grains  and  vegetable  proteins  are  below  year-ago  levels. 
Even  if  feed  prices  rise  seasonally  during  the  next  6  to  9  months,  poxiltry 
ration  prices  will  be  generally  5  percent  or  so  lower  than  the  year  before. 
Because  poultry  are  fed  purchased  feed  to  a  greater  extent  than  other  classes 
cf  livestock,  the  prospective  cash  cost  of  feed  is  a  more  inqportant  factor  than 
the  supply  of  feed.    After  midyear,  feed  prices  will  increasingly  reflect  new 
crop  conditions  for  the  principal  feed  grains.     (See  tables  21-24.) 
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Table  2  .-  Eggs,  chickens,  turkey,  and  red  meats 
capita  consuinptlon,  19^  to  date 


Civilian  per 


Year 


Eggs 


Chicken 


Turkey 


New 
York 
dressed 
hasis 


Ready- 
to- 
cook 
basis 


Apprcoc- : 
imate  : 
percent: 
broiler: 
meat  is: 
of  total: 
chickens: 


New 
York 
dressed 
basis 


Ready- 
to- 
cook 
basis 


Red  meats,  carcass 
weight  equivalent 


Total 


•Pork, 

:Beef 

ex- 

;  Lamb 

:and 

:cliid- 

:  and 

:veal 

:  ing 

:  mutton 

lard 

No, 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Pct. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

19^  : 

31^ 

18.5 

13.9 

Ik 

3.5 

2.9 

140.4 

61.5 

72.4 

6.5 

I9UI  : 

307 

20.3 

15.2 

18 

3.5 

2.9 

141.6 

67.5 

67.4 

6.7 

19^2 

31^ 

23.2 

17.4 

18 

3.6 

3.0 

138.4 

68.5 

62.8 

7.1 

19^3  : 

3^2 

30.3 

22.7 

18 

3.3 

2.7 

144.9 

60.6 

77.9 

6.4 

19^  : 

350 

26.8 

20.1 

18 

3.2 

2.7 

152.2 

67.1 

78.5 

6.6 

19^5 

397 

28.5 

21.3 

23 

k,2 

3.4 

143.2 

70.3 

65.7 

7.2 

19^6  ; 

37^* 

25.5 

19.1 

21 

4.5 

3.7 

152.1 

70.6 

74.9 

6.6 

19^7  : 

378 

23.1 

17.9 

2k 

k.2 

3.5 

153.1 

79.3 

68.6 

5.2 

19^+8 

:  38i* 

22.9 

18.1 

30 

3.6 

3.0 

143.5 

71.7 

66.8 

5.0 

19^*9 

378 

2k.9 

19.4 

36 

U.O 

3.2 

142.7 

71.8 

66.8 

4.1 

1950 

:  383 

26.2 

20.3 

42 

4.8 

4.0 

142.6 

70.5 

68.2 

3.9 

1951  : 

396 

28.8 

22.2 

kS 

5.2 

4.3 

136.2 

61.9 

70.9 

3.4 

1952 

U05 

29.7 

23.1 

51 

5.5 

4.5 

144.3 

68.6 

71.6 

4.1 

1953  ! 

kok 

29.2 

22.6 

55 

5.4 

4.5 

153.7 

86.2 

62.9 

4.6 

195^ 

•  415 

23.8 

57 

4.9 

153.3 

89.1 

59.7 

4.5 

1955  1/: 

22.7 

59 

4.5 

161 

90.6 

66 

4.5 

1956  2/: 

1+06 

23.- 

4.7 

158 

87 

67 

4.5 

1/  Based  on  October  indications.    2/  Estimated. 


Spring  Egg  Prices  Likely  to  be 
Near  Second  Quarter  of  1955 

The  nationea  laying  flock  on  Janmi*y  1,  1956  will  likely  be  2  or  3  per- 
cent smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  assuming  normal  disappearance  of  the  hens  and 
pullets  that  were  on  farms  October  1  (table  3) .    Since  a  further  Increase  In 
the  rate  of  lay  is  probable,  egg  production  in  Janvoary  emd  February  is  likely 
to  be  about  the  same  or  a  little  larger  than  last  year  (table  4).  However, 
during  the  flush  weeks  of  March,  April,  and  May  and  perhaps  a  little  lat«r — when 
the  rate  of  lay  per  bird  is  not  likely  to  differ  much  from  a  year  earlier—egg 
production  is  likely  to  be  noticeably  smaller  than  at  the  same  time  in  1955. 
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Table    k."  AnnuaQ.  egg  production  on  farms,  and  rate 
of  lay  per  bird,  19^+0  to  date 


year 

: "Potential" 
:  layers 
;  (hens  and 
',    piLLLets ) 

■               Ton  T 

Average 
monthly  : 
number  of  • 
:  layers 
on  hand 
during 
xxie  year 

Egg  production  per: 

Hen  or      |  Layer  on 
pullet      [  hand 
on  hand    ]  during 
Jan.  1      [  the  year 

Total 
egg 
'  production 

Nil . 

Mix . 

Nx±  • 

E^gs 

Eggs 

cases 

LyW 

393 

101 

13^+ 

110 

301 

110 

139 

110 

428 

3^2 

111* 

1U2 

135 

19^3 

:  1^89 

383 

152 

coil 

390 

11? 

IU8 

1d3 

1  oil  C 

I  4 

309 

119 

152 

150 

jLyM-0 

.          )i  70 

ocft 

3i>o 

118 

156 

155 

ly^(  '. 

)i  "31 

4J1 

128 

160 

lp4 

T  oil  ft  . 

332 

131 

166 

152 

19^9 

:  399 

331 

Ihl 

170 

156 

1950  i 

3^2 

139 

172 

163 

1951  : 

Uio 

339 

Ikk 

175 

165 

1952  : 

i+20 

342 

lh5 

178 

169 

1953 

404 

3i*l 

15k 

183 

173 

195^  : 

4l4 

355 

158 

I8U 

182 

1955 

Later  in  1956,  egg  production  will  be  affected  by  the  number  of  chickens 
raised  for  laying  flock  replacement.    The  effect  of  the  nvimber  raised  on  egg 
prices  will  be  recognized  even  earlier--from  Febnxeiry  on--since  the  number  of 
replacement  chickens  will  partly  determine  the  strength  of  storage  demand  in 
the  spring. 

Because  of  the  rise  in  the  egg-feed  price  ratio  over  the  past  year, 
the  most  likely  prospect  is  that  the  nijmber  of  chickens  raised  for  flock 
replacement  will  be  moderately  above  I955  but  below  the  620  million  raised  in 
193^  (table  5).    The  ratio  is  much  more  favorable  to  egg  producers  this  fall 
than  a  year  ago  when  it  was  unusually  low.    However,  the  ratio  for  September 
was  only  about  average  and  that  for  October  was  the  fourth  lowest  on  record  for 
the  month. 
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Table  5  .-  Egg-feed  price  ratio,  chickens  raised,  and  pullets  on 
farms,  United  States,  I925  to  date 


Egg -feed 
price  ratio 
(weighted 
average) 

y 


:  Pullets 
Chickens: on  farms, 
raised  : January  1 
: following 


Percentage  of  preceding  year 


Egg-feed 
price  ratio 
(weighted 
'average) 


Chickens 
rsiised 


Pullets 
on  fams, 
Januaiy  1 
following 


:  Pounds 

Millions 

Millions 

Percent 

Percent 

1925 

:  12.9 

679 

103 

XV/ J 

1926 

:  13.5 

71B 

105 

106 

1927 

:  13.i+ 

750 

99 

104 

12.2 

700 

Ql 
y-^ 

yD 

1^2^ 

I'^.l 

.            a.  J  •J. 

751 

253 

107 

107 

a.v/  1 

l^.ti 

777 
1  1  1 

2kh 

105 

103 

XV/ J 

q6 

IQ^ 

10.6 

70Q 
\^y 

230 

77 

Ql 

*7X 

11 .6 

1 

237 

lOQ 

loU 

103 

XV/ J 

7S0 

123 

102 

100 

212 

fc- JL  w 

76 

89 

11. u 

658 

226 

105 

102 

107 

XV/  1 

1936  : 

13.1 

715 

249 

115 

109 

no 

1937  : 

9.i* 

601 

215 

72 

86 

XX  •*+ 

651 

2U2 

121 

108 

113 

^y  I 

111 

107 

XV/  1 

105 

XV/ ^ 

83 

Ql 

94 

XX  .p 

118 

116 

19^2  : 

13.2 

319 

115 

113 

115 

I9U3 

li+.7 

1,001 

350 

111 

119 

110 

19^U 

11.2 

832 

301 

76 

83 

86 

19^5 

12. a 

890 

322 

lll^ 

107 

107 

19^  : 

11.9 

73ti 

281 

93 

83 

87 

19^7 

11.3 

719 

278 

95 

97 

99 

19^^  : 

9.8 

615 

258 

87 

86 

93 

I9I+9  : 

12.7 

705 

287 

130 

115 

111 

1950 

9.6 

635 

26U 

76 

90 

92 

1951 

n.u 

663 

276 

119 

lOU 

105 

1952  : 

9.1 

617 

25U 

ao 

93 

92 

1955  : 

11.3 

609 

281 

I2h 

99 

111 

195^* 

10,9 

620 

291 

96 

102 

104 

1955  : 

9.7 

2/52U 

89 

2/85 

1/  Weights  are  as  follows:    Preceding  November,  1;  preceding  December, 
2;"january,  3;  February-,  4;  March,  5;  April,  3;  May,  1. 
2/  Preliminary. 
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Table  6.-  Chickens  raised,  pullets  on  farms  January  1  following, 
and  chick  sexlng,  available  data,  1930  to  date 


Year 

;  Chickens 
raised 

\          1/  ! 

:  Sexed 
;  pullets 
;b  ought  as  a 
; percentage  < 
•  of  toteJ.  ! 

chick  ; 
'  purchases  ; 

Pullets  on  farms  2,/ 

\          As  reported 

:As  a  i)ercentage  of 
chickens  raised 

Oct.  1 

*    Jan.  1 
\  following 

:    Oct.  1  : 

Jan.  1 
following 

,  Minions 

Percent 

Millions 

Millions 

Percent 

Percent 

1930  ! 

111 

244 

1931 

\  709 

240 

2^0 

^2.4 

1932 

:  736 

234 

237 

34.5 

^2.2 

1933 

:  750 

254 

238 

193^ 

:  644 

229 

212 

^5.6 

1935  ! 

658 

242 

226 

36.8 

1936  ; 

715 

271 

249 

^4.8 

1937 

601 

248 

215 

^5.8 

1938  ; 

651 

276 

242 

42.4 

1939  ! 

^y 

697 

287 

254 

41.2 

36.4 

1940  : 

634 

292 

240 

46.1 

'^7.Q 

19U1  ; 

745 

328 

278 

44.0 

J  1  •  3 

1942  : 

844 

20.9 

363 

319 

43.0 

^7.8 

19^3  3 

1,001 

17.2 

J?  .  \J 

1944  : 

832 

20.3 

347 

^01 

41.7 

36.2 

1945  : 

890 

18.5 

371 

322 

41.7 

36.2 

1946  : 

738 

22.3 

325 

281 

44.0 

38.1 

1947  : 

^y  1 

719 

26.0 

326 

278 

45.3 

38.7 

I9U8  : 

615 

30.0 

301 

258 

U8.9 

42-0 

1949  : 

705 

31.0 

324 

287 

46.0 

40.7 

1950  : 

635 

32.0 

301 

264 

47.4 

41.6 

1951  ! 

663 

•y 

33.0 

321 

276 

U8.4 

41.6 

1952  : 

617 

37.0 

293 

47.5 

41.2 

1953  : 

609 

42.0 

315 

281 

51.7 

46.1 

1954  : 

620 

43.0 

328 

291 

52.9 

46.9 

1955  : 

i/524 

4/42.0 

295 

56.3 

1/  For  farm  flock  replacement;  excluding  specialized  broilers. 

2/  Laying  and  not  yet  laying. 

3/  Preliminary. 

^  Intentions  to  purchase. 


ras-i8o 


-  11  - 


Table  7       Factors  indicative  of  culling  rates,  19^0  to  date 


•  Pullets  on 

:    Hens  on 

hand  as  a 

: Average  mnnher  of 

'Hens  on  hand 

:band  Jan.  1, 

: percentage 

'  of  Jan.  1 

layers  on  hand 

;     Jan.  1 

clo    cl  • 

:    potential  layers 

Year 

:  centage  of 

:  as  a  percentage 

:  as  a  per- 

:  chickens 

Jan.  1 

:  of  Jan.  1  nianber 

:  centage  of 

:  raised  pre- 

following 

:      of  potential 

:      Oct.  1 

,  viouB  year 

:  layers 

hens 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

19^^ 

36 

ko 

36 

77 

89 

19^1 

38 

39 

77 

90 

19^2 

37 

^3 

40 

77 

93 

19^3 

38 

^7 

36 

76 

76 

•  jy 

kk 

33 

7Q 

75 

19^5 

36 

h5 

32 

11 

71 

19^ 

36 

h3 

32 

80 

7^* 

19^*7 

38 

hS 

32 

80 

71 

19^ 

:  39 

he 

3k 

82 

73 

1949 

h2 

34 

81 

1950 

hi 

h5 

3^ 

82 

76 

1951  : 

1  ^ 

h3 

35 

82 

77 

1952 

k2 

kk 

36 

84 

81 

1953  • 

hi 

h3 

33 

85 

77 

195^  : 

U6 

h3 

32 

85 

Ih 

1955 

hi 

46 

If  the  December  31  ratio  of  pullets  saved  to  chickens  raised  is  average 
and  if  allowance  is  made  for  the  larger  ntanber  of  old  hens  which  will  have  to 
be  replaced,  3  ot  4  percent  more  replacement  chickens  could  be  raised  without 
increasing  the  number  of  layers  during  the  fall  and  winter  of  19^6  above  1955 
levels  (tables  6,  1.  8).  This  would  supply  about  the  same  number  of  eggs  per 
per-son  as  this  fall  (table  9).  The  increase,  however,  is  likely  to  be  greater. 
In  this  case  egg  supplies  per  person  in  the  last  quarter  of  195^  would  exceed 
1955  levels  and  prices  would  likely  be  lower. 

l?ven  if  the  number  of  chickens  raised  exceeds  1955  t)y  as  much  as  10  per- 
cent, fewer  chickens  would  be  raised  in  1956  than  in  1954,  and  fewer  than  in  emy 
other  year  of  record  prior  to  1955 •     (Records  be^an  in  1925.)    However,  because 
of  the  upward  trends  in  numbers  of  pullets  saved  per  100  chickens  raised  and  in 
egg  production  per  layer,  a  10  percent  increase  in  the  number  of  chickens  raised 
would  result  in  larger  egg  supplies  in  the  last  quarter  of  I956  than  in  the  same 
period  of  other  recent  years. 
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Table  8.-  Chickens  raised  and  September  1  potential, 
layers,  by  regions,  1950  to  date 


1  Region 

;  Total, 
\  United 
[  States 

Year 

:  North 
'  Atlantic 

;  East 
1  North 
1  Central  . 

'    West  * 
;    North  '. 
Central  [ 

South  : 
Atlantic : 

South  : 
Central  : 

Western 

:  Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

(a)  Chickens  raised 

1950 

1951  : 

1952  : 

1953  i 
1951^  ; 
1955  1/  : 

:  96.0 
:  107.0 
.  106.1 

109.5 
106.2 
96.0 

124.3 
126.1 
117.8 
118.6 
123.0 
101.  if 

168.2 
173.2 
151.8 
156.7 
162.6 

134.3 

65.6 
67.7 
67.3 
62.9 
6if.O 
55.1 

122.3 
123.1 
112.8 
103.2 
lOlf.5 
8if.O 

58.8 
66.3 
61.2 
57.6 
60.0 
53.6 

635.1 
663.5 
617.0 
608.5 

620.3 
52if.if 

(b)  Potential  layer 

8  on  farms 

September  1  2/ 

±y^\j  . 

1951  J 

1952  : 

1953  ! 
195^^  : 
1955  1/  : 

38.8 
.  99.7 

95. 
103.6 
107.6 
106.6 

103.5 
109.9 
lOif  .3 
103.0 
109.6 
1C6.8 

155.7 
156.3 
lif6.0 
llf2.1* 
lkS.7 
lk2.k 

if9.0 
52. if 
lf8.8 
49.5 
49.3 
if8.5 

86.6 

83.3 
81.2 

78.3 
79.5 
76.9 

lf9.1 
49.3 
i^5.7 
54.3 
56.1 

54.9 

550.8 

521. if 

531.1 
550.8 

536.1 

1/  PreUmiriftTy.  2/  Potential  layers  are  hens,  laying  pullets,  and  pullets 
not  yet  of  laying  age. 


In  CsLlifornia,  a  year-round  weekly  report  on  hatchings  of  replacement 
chicks  showed  that  in  September  and  October  such  hatchings  there  were  31  per- 
cent above  a  year  earlier.  1/   This  compares  with  a  3  percent  decline  in 
Septenber -October  195^  replacement  hatchings  in  California  from  the  year 
before,  and  an  8  percent  decline  in  the  State  for  the  12 -month  "chickens  raised" 
of  which  those  hatchings  were  a  part.    In  California,  September-October  hatch- 
ings in  1954  provided  10  percent  of  that  calendar  year's  replacement  chicks. 

1/  There  is  a  possibility,  however,  that  October  hatchings  reflected  an 
attenipt  to  replace  chickens  lost  in  the  early  September  heat  wave  which 
affected  Southern  California.    September  hatchings  were  up  I5  percent  from  a 
year  earlier. 


PES-180 


-  13  - 


o 

■H 

■P 

I 

9 


o 

"  o 


a>  J- 

CO  ON 
•H  rH 
0) 

;4 


s 


4:: 
o 


OS 


o 

o 
o 

u 
o 
<«-l 

n 

1 
rH 

o 
c 


o 

X3 


>> 

(m 
o 

q; 
$ 

a 

4) 

o 
u 

V 


73 

i) 

u 
to 

< 


9  ^ 

•-3  < 


ft  o  5-  -p 

V   >H  -H  u 

CO  -C  M  o 


9 

o 

t 

V 


+*  o 


o  3  tow 


V  o  u 

■H   >  tt> 


04 


(J  I 

M 


-^1 
£1 


■^1 


00 

rH  (0 


00 


8^ 


00 

rH 


ONOOa\oooo 


CD  rH 
ON  O 


8^ 


o\  b\ 


ON 


rH  00 

ro  rH 


00  0\ 
ro  rH 


o 

rH 


ON 


o 


8 


3 


m 
O 

H 


IfN 

o 

H      H  H 


CVJ  ITN  i/N 
000 
H       H  H 


t-      CM  vO 
ON      O  CN 
H 


CVi  CVJ 
O  O 
H  H 


oot-v^  \r\  Q  ^  fOONQJiO 
CO       OnCO       rH  OnOONONOCO 

r-l  rH  H 


r«0  CO 


o 


CVJ 
H 


rH 


NO 

m 
H 


CO 


O 
H 


CVJ 


d 


CO 


NO 

ro 


rH 


CVJ 
J- 


H 


CVJ  H 


o 


ITN 

m 

NO 


ro 


NO 


CO 

t 

Q 


NO 


CJN  NO 

•  t 

H  H 


J- 
H 


81 


NO  NO 


^    CO  c^ 

o^    ^  ^ 

r-J  H  rH 


O  H 

On  On 

rH  H 


CVJ 

ON 
H 


ro 
ir\ 
C7N 
H 


ON 

H 


in 

ON  c^ 


PES-180 


-  lU  - 


0)  d 

i  ° 

i  vi  d 

u  o  >  o 

p.  <U 

01  d  ^  o 

<;  0)  0)  Pi 

O  fa  ft 


0)  CO 
OHO) 
ft  O  (0 

<U  >  aJ 
M  o 

00  o* 


•a 

0) 

■p 

to 

•  a> 

o 

< 

ft 

0) 

01  H 

^  ^. 

ta 

(U 

0)  0) 

Id 

CO  4) 

rO  (0 

H 

O  "V^ 

o  o 


<u 

t 

o 


H  H  mvo  CVJ 
cvj  C\j  CO  ro-^ 


ir\  iH  m  O  CO 
OJ  OOCVI  CVJ  H 


CO  O  VO  CO  O 

CVJ*  -d-'  rn 

CVJ  rH  rH 


CVJ  -d:  CO  cvj  ro 


CO  iH  CJs  CO  if\ 

CVJ  ro  m  o  t~- 
rH  H  CVI  m  CO 


H  H  coco  H      VO  O  O  CO  CO 


H  VO  -O  irv-* 
CVJ  CVJ  H  H  H 


O  -:t  CO  CVJ  VO 


CO  O  CVJ  if\  ON 
H  CVJ  CVJ  CVJ 


fO      O  H 


CO  ON      fO  ir\ 

i-\  r-i  .-i  r-i  r-i 


C—  O  C7N  O  r-j 


LfNVO  VO  H  VO 
H  CVJ  CVJ 


O  CVJ  H  H  CO 

u\vO  -d-  O  H 
H  H  H  H  r-l 


CJNVO  VO  rocvi 
coco  t^cO  CJn 


-:t  O  CO  ON 


CO  0\  ro-:t  O 

t—  r-^  ITN  CO 


uTN-d-  On  On-^ 

VO  t^CO  r-| 


rH  ON  OJ  (O 

VO  CTN-d-  ir\  CVJ 


^  ITNVO 
CO  CVI  fO  iH  H 


VO  VO  i-l  t--  CO       IfN^  H  t~CO 


O  H  CVJ  CVJ 

VO  VO  t~-0O 


CO  CO  CTnvo  if\ 

GO  00  r~ 


ONOO  Q  CJN  fO 

t—co  r-co 


CO 


CVJ 


t>-  r-j  r-|  ON  O  H 
H  r-i  r-l        H  iH 


O 
H 


CJN 
CO* 


O  CVJ  (JN  CJN 
-d-  CO-;t  H  r-i  cvj 


CO 
CVJ 


ITN 

CO 


O  H  CVI  CO  J; 

^^^"^  ON 
t-i  i-i        f-i  H 


ir\vo  t—co  CJN 

r-^  t-i  t-i  r-i  r-{ 


O  H  CVJ  CO_:l-  LTN 
LTN  LTN  ITN  ITN  LTN 

ON  CJn  CJN  CJn  CJN  ON 

H  H  H  H  H  r-i 


PES-lSO 


-  15  - 


Although  egg  production  in  the  spring  may  feQ.1  below  1955^  supplies,  as 
in  every  previous  spring,  will  be  above  the  amounts  required  for  immediate 
consvm5)tion,  and  a  substantial  percentage  of  the  current  production  will  move 
to  storage  either  in  frozen  form  or  in  the  shell  (table  10).    With  prospects 
indicating  an  increased  number  of  replacement  chickens,  demand  for  storage  and 
the  hedges  likely  to  be  available  to  non-speculating  storers  are  not  likely  to 
be  up  to  the  1955  springtime  levels. 

The  2.3  million  cases  of  shell  eggs  in  storage  on  July  1,  1955^  were 
ho  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier,  and  the  largest  for  that  date  since  1952. 
During  the  into-storage  season,  the  wide  spread  between  cash  egg  prices  and  the 
price  of  futtu-e  contracts  permitted  a  very  favorable  hedge  for  stocks  for  stor- 
age, and  the  large  into-storage  movement  occurred.    But  for  the  second  consecu- 
tive year,  the  expectation  of  a  significant  spring-to-fall  rise  in  the  value  of 
stored  shell  eggs  failed  to  materialize,  and  there  were  severe  financieil  losses 
among  those  who  held  such  positions.    Therefore,  storers  of  shell  eggs  may  be 
more  reluctant  than  in  1955  to  divert  eggs  from  current  consumption  (table  11). 

Breakers  who  prepare  eggs  for  freezing  or  drying  may  be  up  sigainst  a 
somewhat  similar  situation.    From  the  breaking  season  to  date,  there  has  been 
onl^'  a  moderate  price  increase  for  frozen  mixed  whole  egg  and  for  yolk,  althoi;igh 
the  price  rise  for  albumen  has  more  than  covered  carrying  charges  (table  12). 
October  1  stocks  of  frozen  egg  were  11  percent  above  last  year,  and  if  a  similar 
excess  of  stocks  over  last  year  is  carried  into  1956,  there  will  not  be  a  great 
rush  to  undertake  195^  egg  breaking  operations. 

The  factors  discussed  above  indicate  that  egg  prices  to  farmers  next 
spring  are  likely  to  be  close  to  the  1955  level.    Early  in  the  year  they  are 
likely  to  be  lower  than  in  1955  since  the  unusual  run-up  in  egg  prices  which 
occurred  in  late  January  and  February,  and  continued  into  March, is  not  likely 
to  be  repeated.    It  seems  probable  that  farmers'  prices  through  most  of  the 
first  half  of  195°  will  be  around  the  average  for  the  second  qixarter  of  1955^ 
which  was  3^-5  cents. 

Egg  Consimiption  to  be 
Near  1955  Record 

Supplies  of  eggs  next  spring  will  permit  per  capita  consumption  above 
the  record  1955  levels,  but  actiial  consumption  wi3JL  be  influenced  more  by  de- 
mand than  by  supply.    In  the  second  half  of  the  year,  when  supplies  decline 
seasonally,  per  capita  consumption  will  reflect  supplies,  and  at  that  time  is 
likely  to  be  almost  up  to  1955^  since  increased  popxilation  and  expected  decreased 
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Table  11  .-  Monthly  range  of  daily  closing  prices  of  egg  future  contreu;ts 
on  the  Chicago  Mercantile  Exchange,  1952-55 
contracts,  and  1956  contracts  to  date 


Contracts  by  delivery  month  in  which  contract  is  deliverable  1/ 


Range  of  daily 
closing  prices 
(per  dozen) 
during  the 
month  of: 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


Jan. 


1952 

October 
November 
December 

1953 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

195^ 
Jan'mry 
Febioiary 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
1955 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
Jvine 
July 
August 
September 
October 
Hovember  2/ 


Cents 


43.5O-U5.O5" 
U3.75-4U.5O 

'+3- 50-45. 75 


Cents 


4U.75- 
46.55- 
50.35- 
51-20- 
51.35- 
51.85- 
51.75- 
52.35- 
51.65- 
43.85- 
43.25- 
43.55- 


44.20- 
46.10- 
42.60- 
40. 80- 
40.60- 
38.00- 
38.10- 
31.05- 
27.OOA- 
'36.IOB- 
37.40- 
36.30- 

38. 00. 
42.60- 
42.30- 
42.00- 
40.20- 
40.90- 
35.25- 
37. 15' 
L  38.30- 

r  40.20- 
i  42 


47.55 

49.65 

52.75 

54.25 

53.95 

54.20 

53.85 

54.10 

54.40 

45.351 

43.95 

44.60 


-46.70 
■47.55 
-46.95 
■43.45 
-42.10 
-41.35 
-42.75 
■38.45 
■30.90 
■38.65 
■39.00 
■38.75 

-43.85 
-47.35 
-46.55 
-44.90 
-42.75 
-42.65 

•41.95 
-40.45 

-41. 35  J 
-43.1OE 
.00 


39.00-43.90 
43.7OA-45.75' 


44.85-47.60 

46.50-49.65 

49.35-51.75 

50.20-52.70 

50.25-52.15 

50.50-52.80 

50.80-52.80 

50.50-52.25 

50.75-53.80 

48. 90-53. 60J 

^+3. 15-43. 50' 

43.15-44.40 


44.20-46.55 
45.70-47.35 
42.10-46.50 
4o. 40-42.85 
40. 05-41. 75 
37.95-41.30 
38.00-42.80 
32.05-38.95 
26.20-31.65 
24.25-27.35. 
37.45-38.40" 
36.30-38.75 

38.00-43.30 
42.65-47.30 
42. 20-40.95 
41.80-44. 95 
40.70-42.90 
41.55-43.35 
36.10-42.70 
37-35-41.45 
38.65-42.45 

31.10-37.05 
41-75  ' 


Cents 


38.70-44.35 
40.30-45.20 


Cents 


39.35-44.20 
40.90-45.05 
37.60-47.55 


Cents 


39.00-39.75 
39. 75-42. 05B 
37.45-43.00 


40.20-46. 20 


49.80-51.30 
48.4o-50.15B 
4B. 65- 50. 70 
49.15-50.40 


46. 50-47. 6OB 


47.45A-49.75  45.lOB-47.45 
47.35-51.50  44.00-48.25 


44.90-51.30 
41.85-43.95 


43.70-47.65 
41.05-43.05 
42.10-47.75 


41.50-45.00 
42.10-44.25 
39. 75-41.40 
40.15-42. 25 


41. 75-47. 6OB 


39.75-'+1.25 
39. 50-40. 60 
37.30-40.25 
37.40-42. 35 
32.90-38.50 
27.25-32.45 
25.30-28.40 
25.65-29.60 


37.15-1*1.30 

33. 25-37. 5CB 

28.20-33.00 

25.90-29.30 

26.20-29.65 

25.45-27.10 


1/  Gaps  between  brackets,  or  in  series  of 
tract.    2/  Closing  price  as  of  November  8, 
A  -  Asked.    B  -  Bid. 


55-44.80 
50-43.25 
42.50-44.10 
37.05-43.55 
38.35-42.35 
39.85-43.40 
29.35-39.15 
31.85 


41 
41 


42. 40-44.40 
38.10-43.75 
38.50-42.50 
39.90-43.85 
30.40-40.05 
32.65 


28.20-31.50 
25.90-29.25 
26.20-28.45 
25.15-27.80 

27.55-31-85 


36.85-43.25 
38.30-41.00 
38.50-42.25 
30.25-38.50 
32.40 


niimbers,  denote  change  in  year  of  con 

1955- 
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storage  stocks  of  shell  eggs  on  one  hand,  and  increasing  production  on  the  other, 
will  be  comteracting  forces.    For  the  year,  consumption  is  likely  to  be  close 
to  the  195^  and  1955  records,  I+15  and  kYJ  eggs  per  civiliem,  respectively.  1/ 

Broilers:  Financing, 
Production  Efficiencies, 
To  Induce  Continued  Expansion 

In  13  areas  where  comparisons  are  possible,  January-September  broiler 
chick  placements  were  6  percent  larger  in  1955  than  in  195^-    Production  for 
the  calendar  year  will  not  exceed  195^  hy  so  large  a  percentage,  however,  be- 
cause slavighter  in  January,  February,  and  part  of  March  came  from  late-195^ 
placements,  which  were  below  the  year  earlier. 

Up  and  down  changes  of  this  sort  axe  expected  in  195^^  l^ut  the  total  for 
the  year  is  likely  to  continue  the  long-time  upward  trend.    The  rising  produc- 
tion, and  possibly  continued  red  meat  prices  near  present  levels,  will  likely 
hold  average  broiler  prices  at  a  lower  level  than  the  1955  average.  Production 
will  not  be  restricted  on  that  account,  however,  because  new  efficiencies  in 
production,  and  the  liberal  financing  available,  will  probably  induce  continued 
gradual  expansion.    This  is  likely  even  if  the  broiler-feed  price  ratio  drops 
as  low  as  4.5  (pounds  of  feed  equal  in  value  to  1  poiand  of  broiler).    In  the 
first  9  months  of  1955  the  ratio  averaged  5«3j  in  mid-October  it  was  k.6. 

Continuing  advances  in  production  and  processing  methods  made  producers 
willing  to  grow  increasing  numbers  of  broilers  even  with  the  prospect  of  de- 
clining prices.    Particularly  for  light-weight  birds,  feed  conversion  rates 
have  narrowed  to  the  point  where  2^  pounds  of  feed  will  produce  a  pound  of 
liveweight  chicken,  compared  with  a  requirement  perhaps  10  percent  higher  as 
recently  as  3  or  i+  years  ago. 

The  same  financing  methods  that  were  instrumental  in  doubling  broiler 
output  in  the  past  6  years,  or  adaptations  thereof,  are  still  effective  in  ex- 
panding the  industry.    Because  feed  merchants  and  representatives  of  allied 
industries  find  broiler  financing  to  be  an  effective  means  of  building  their 
sales  or  procurement  volumes,  the  practice  is  likely  to  continue.  Adaptations 
of  the  original  share-financing  plans  have  made  the  farmer's  return  a  better 


1/  The  current  computation  of  civilian  per  capita  consumption  of  eggs  is  com- 
plicated by  the  need  for  gradually  adjusting  downward  in  the  allowance  made  for 
eggs  from  nonfarm  (backyard)  flocks.    This  statistical  adjustment  is  currently 
being  made  by  reducing  that  allowance  by  roughly  1  percent  (of  total  egg  produc- 
tion) this  year,  and  each  successive  year,  until  the  allowance  becomes  5  percent 
of  farm  egg  production.    The  195^  allowance  is  9  percent.    This  statistical 
adjustment  probably  has  little  relationship  to  the  volume  of  eggs  marketed  com- 
mercially, since  most  backyard  eggs  are  probably  consumed  at  or  near  home. 
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reflection  of  his  efficiency;  in  some  cases  sponsors,  adeqiaately  capitalized  to 
veather  temporary  price  adversities,  have  successfully  offered  contracts  in 
vhich  the  farmer's  return  depends  solely  upon  the  nxmiber  of  pounds  of  chicken 
produced  per  unit  of  feed. 

Integrated  enterprises,  and  plants  operating  in  areas  sufficiently  con- 
centrated so  as  to  be  able  to  effectively  employ  large-scale  methods  of  distri- 
bution, would  seem  to  have  some  advantage  over  competitors.    Processors  in 
concentrated  areas,  and  integrated  producers,  also  have  an  advantage  in  the 
opportunity  to  assemble  offals  in  sufficient  quantity  for  processing  into  by- 
products, and  for  the  disposition  of  those  byproducts. 

Two  factors  which  supported  1955  broiler  prices  are  likely  to  be  lacking 
in  1956-    The  first  is  the  sharp  decline  in  supply  which  began  late  in  195^^ 
and  which  finally  resulted  in  increased  prices  at  about  New  Year's  time,  1955* 
This  of  course  was  preceded  by  declines  from  the  year  before  in  broiler  chick 
placements  in  the  last  quarter  of  195^-    Weekly  placements  and  incubator  set- 
tings since  October  1,  1955;  however,  have  been  between  23  and  30  percent  above 
195^,  and  about  I5  to  25  percent  above  1953-    These  are  reflected  in  the  monthly 
averages  shown  in  table  13 . 

The  second  factor  supporting  1955  broiler  prices,  which  was  effective  in 
the  third  quarter  of  the  year,  was  the  reduction  in  marketings  of  young  farm 
chickens  at  that  time.    For  195^*  an  increase  is  likely,  although  probably  not 
fully  up  to  I95U  levels. 

Total  consumption  of  broilers  probably  will  rise  in  195^,  although  the 
per  capita  rate  may  not  change  much.    Production  of  farm  chickens  will  be  up 
slightly,  reflecting  the  prospective  increase  in  chickens  raised.    The  result 
is  likely  to  be  a  very  small  increase  in  per  capita  consumption  of  total  chicken 
from  the  22.7  pounds  (ready-to-cook)  estimated  for  1955-    This  is  slightly  below 
the  195^  record  of  23.8  pounds,  but  above  the  19^7-^9  average  of  18.5  pounds. 

Turkeys  Generally  Profitable 
in  1955 :     Larger  Crop 
Likely  Next  Year 

Turkey  prices  to  farmers  in  mid-October  averaged  31 '5  cents  per  po\ind, 
h,k  cents  above  a  year  earlier,  and  higher  also  than  the  averages  of  28.6  and 
29.6  cents  for  mid-November  and  mid-December  195^-    Both  farm  and  wholesale 
prices  have  declined  since  mid-October,  although  in  early  November  they  remained 
above  a  year  ago.    Even  etfter  the  decline,  prices  for  the  heavier  birds  were 
furthest  above  195^-    Most  early  November  quotations  for  heavy  toms  at  the  farm 
were  about  3  cents  above  195^^  heavy  hens  were  up  about  2  cents,  and  light-breed 
birds  up  about  1  cent  per  pound  (table  ik) . 
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Table  13*-  Broilers:    Annual  production^  selected 
States  and  United  States,  1950  to  date 


State 

1950 

:  1951 

:  1952 

:  1953 

:  195^ 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Maine 

16.9 

21.1 

23.0 

27.9 

30.7 

Connecticut 

!  lU.O 

17.2 

21.2 

23.9 

25.1 

Indiana 

37.9 

34.0 

33.7 

33.7 

36.4 

Delaware 

80.9 

85.8 

65.2 

68.5 

69.8 

Maryland 

54.6 

60.6 

57.0 

62.1 

58.4 

Virginia 

UO.O 

lf6.0 

50.6 

58.7 

59.3 

West  Virginia 

15.1 

17.3 

19.1 

22.5 

25.4 

Horth  Carolina 

28.1 

32.6 

43.4 

50.7 

56.8 

Georgia 

62.9 

88.7 

112.6 

121.6 

15't.5 

Florida 

9.0 

8.9 

10.0 

10.5 

11.7 

Alabama 

13.1 

16.7 

23.5 

28.4 

47.7 

Mississippi 

17.0 

23.5 

30.8 

35.7 

40.3 

Arkansas 

U9.2 

69.8 

72.6 

74.1 

78.5 

Texas 

:  33A 

50.4 

61.0 

65.3 

71.8 

Oregon 

h.3 

5.9 

5.1 

4.9 

5.5 

California 

32.6 

47.6 

48.1 

48.6 

50.0 

Total,  l6  States 

499.0 

62A.I 

676.7 

737.0 

822.0 

Total,  United  States 

630.8 

805.6 

886.8 

957.2 

1,059.8 

Table  13a.-  Broilers:    Total  monthly  placements,  selected 
reporting  areas,  Januaury  1949  'to  date  2/ 


Year 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

:Sept. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

7  areas 

1947-  48 

1948-  49 

1949-  50 

1950-  51 

1951-  52 

.  19.8 
26.9 
29.8 
33.5 

24.6 
26.3 
29.0 
35.3 

27.1 
26.1 

32.3 
39.4 

17.0 
28.9 
27.0 
34.7 

18.0 
26.5 
27.8 
36.9 

20.7 
30.8 
35.8 
42.2 

23.0 
30.1 
32.1 
1*3.5 

22.5 
30.4 
31.2 
44.4 

20.7 
26.9 
31.1 
41.5 

19.9 
21.4 
32.0 
40.2 

17.4 
20.4 
31.7 
36.3 

15.9 
22.3 
31.1 
32.9 

11  areas 

1950-  51 

1951-  52 

1952-  53 

1953-  5** 

38.9 
**5.1 
49.2 

42.0 
48.1 
5^.9 

1+7.3 
52.3 
57.9 

40.9 
53.0 
53.3 

44.2 
58.5 
49.0 

50.9 
61.0 

59.1 

52.3 
53.1* 
58.1 

53.7 
51.2 
58.5 

49.9 
49.1 
54.8 

48.4 
44.6 
49.8 

1*3.3 
40.8 
46.1 

38.8 
40.1 
43.7 

13  areas  1/ 

1952-  53 

1953-  5^ 
195i*-55 
1955-56 

53.2 
.  51 A 
64.4 

58.6 
51.9 

62.0 

57.8 
63.8 
55.5 

53.8 
59.5 
62.0 

64.3 
69.6 
68.6 

63.5 
68.5 
71.5 

64.1 

67.9 
76.4 

59.7 
64.6 
75.6 

54.8 
65.6 
75.5 

50.4 
61.2 
66.8 

48.1 
56.2 
59.3 

22  important 
S-cates 

195*^-55 
1955-56 

58.5 
80.9 

64.4 

61.3 

68.5 

79.0 

88.2 

92.4 

98.0 

96.0 

96.2 

84.1 

74.4 

1/  The  13  areas  are:     Alabama,  California,  Connecticut,  Del-Mar- Va,  Florida,  Georgia,  Indiana, 
Maine,  Mississippi,  North  Carolina,  Oregon,  Shenandoah  Valley  of  Va.  and  W.  Va.,  and  Texas. 
2/  This  table  replaces  table  12,  page  I9,  PES-I79. 
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The  higher  prices  combined  with  lower  feed  prices  have  resxilted  in  a  ^ch 
more  favorable  situation  for  turkey  prod.ucers  so  far  this  fall  tham  last  year. 
If  t\arkey  and  feed  prices  in  the  remaining  month  of  1955  continue  near  current 
levels,  as  they  are  likely  to  do,  the  prospective  September-Deceniber  t\irkey-feed 
price  ratio  would  be  sQinost  ^,  compared  with  7*^  in  195^* 

This  improvement  probably  will  induce  an  expajasion  of  turkey  production 
in  1956.    An  October  survey  of  intentions  to  keep  breeder  hens  indicated  that 
flock-owners  then  intended  to  keep  I3  percent  more  heavy-breed  turkeys  and 
7  percent  more  light-breed  tiirkeys  for  1956  hatching-egg  production  than  they 
kept  in  1955-    If  such  increases  materialize,  they  would  permit  the  production 
of  correspondingly  increased  turkey  numbers.    The  total  for  the  2  types  would 
be  a  record.    This  probably  will  result  also  in  a  record  cons\mption,  exceed- 
ing the  195^  consumption  of  U.9  po\inds  per  person.    For  1955^  consxmrption  is 
estimated  bX  h.^  pounds,  compared  with  3*2  povmds  in  19^7-^9* 

Shortly  following  publication  of  the  siarvey,  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
tiire  issued  a  cautionary  press  release,  urging  growers  to  use  the  intentions 
report  as  a  basis  from  which  to  plan  adjvistments  in  195^  production  plans. 

Past  experience  has  been  that  when  large  tvirkey  breeding  flocks  have 
been  carried  into  the  hatching  season,  poxilt  output  and  number  of  tiarkey  poults 
brooded  has  been  a] most  correspondingly  large  (table  15)-    Turkey  eggs  ordinar- 
ily sell  for  so  much  more  for  hatching  than  for  food,  that  sellers  are  often 
willing  to  make  very  substantial  price  concessions  to  turkey  producers.  By 
withholding  artificial  illumination  they  do  have  the  opportimity  to  defer  a 
flock's  egg  production,  and  they  may  dispose  of  hatching-egg  flocks  before  they 
have  laid  their  last  eggs.    But  diversion  of  tiarkey  eggs  from  hatching  outlets 
probably  seldom  occurs.    Therefore, increased  numbers  of  breeders,  if  they  mate- 
rialize, are  likely  to  be  followed  by  increased  numbers  of  poxilts  hatched  and 
turkeys  raised. 

The  recent  survey,  which  covered  15  States  and  reached  the  owners  of 
43  percent  of  the  1955  flock  of  breeder  hens,  was  completed  in  time  to  permit 
flock  owners  to  reassess  the  industry's  position.    Unless  the  plans  to  hold 
breeder  turkeys  are  scaled  down,  the  195^  crop  will  considerably  exceed  the 
record  in  195^^  when  early-season  turkeys  sold  at  prices  several  cents  per 
pound  cheaper  than  through  October  this  year. 

Other  indicators  of  the  size  of  the  crop  are  the  successive  monthly  re- 
ports of  turkey  breeders  tested  for  pullorum,  and  the  January  report  of  farmers' 
intentions  to  raise  turkeys.    From  July  1  to  October  1,  37  percent  more  heavy- 
breed  t\irkeys  had  been  tested  than  in  the  same  months  last  year,  and  26  percent 
fewer  light-breed  turkeys.    To  that  date  last  year,  however,  only  Ik  percent  of 
the  195^-55  testings  had  been  accomplished,  so  these  early-season  reports  are 
inconclusive . 
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Possible  change  in  the  con5)osition  of  the  I956  turkey  crop,  conipaxed 
with  1955j  concerns  the  proportions  of  light  and  heavy  txirkeys.    Broad  White 
turkeys,  a  white -feathered  heavy  type  for  which  light-weight  slaughter  is 
practiceil,  were  very  popular  in  1955 ^  reaching  3k  percent  of  the  total  poult 
hatchings  in  Minnesota  from  March  through  October,    l/    Part  of  this  popular- 
ity was  due  to  the  fact  that  they  offer  growers  a  considerable  flexibility 
with  respect  to  marketing  weight.  Broad  Whites  can  be  marketed  at  weights 
comparable  to  Beltsville  Small  Whites,  and  at  certain  weights  provide  a  more 
favorable  feed-to-meat  conversion  rate.    In  addition,  if  the  grower  so  chooses, 
they  can  be  fed  to  weights  almost  as  heavy  as  those  achieved  by  Broad -Breasted 
Bronze . 

The  Broad  Whites  can  be  slaughtered  at  light  weights  because  of  their 
white  feathers.    For  dark-feathered  heavy  breeds,  the  pinfea there  on  the 
immature  carcasses  result  in  an  xinattractive  appearance  to  consumers.  Removing 
them  requires  a  scalding  teniperat\are  which  ordinarily  impairs  the  appearance 
of  the  birds.    For  tiirkeys  slaughtered  when  they  no  longer  carry  many  pin- 
feathers,  light  feather  color  is  still  desirable,  but  less  urgently  so.  At 
the  heavier  weights,  many  growers  consider  the  advantage  of  feather  color  to 
be  outweighed  by  other  traits  in  which  Broad -Breasted  Bronze  tiorkeys  excel. 

When  turkey  breeders  and  growers  were  making  their  plans  for  1955 > 
prices  for  light-weight  turkeys  were  relatively  more  favorable  than  for  heavy 
turkeys.    But  now,  in  a  period  when  the  industry's  plans  for  1956  are  being 
formed,  prices  for  heavy  tiirkeys  exceed  last  year  by  more  than  do  broiler - 
fryer  prices,  and  the  advantage  of  having  light-weight  tiorkeys  to  sell  has 
been  reduced. 


1/  Minnesota  probably  has  a  larger  proportion  of  Broad  Whites  than  any  other 
State . 
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Table  16.-  Turkeye  tested  for  pullorum  by  official  State  agencies 


Heavy  breeds 

Light  breeds 

Total 

Moctb 

.  1952-: 

I95U— 

1955-: 

1952-: 

1953-: 

1954-i 

J955-i 

1952-: 

1955- 

:    '3  : 

54  . 

• 

ss  • 

56  : 

53  : 

54  : 

55  : 

56  : 

53  : 

54  . 
y^  . 

55  • 

yy  . 

56 

Thou. 

Tbou  • 

Tbou  • 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

(a) 

During  the  month 

July 

'  6 

31 

26 

38 

79 

32 

32 

51 

109 

63 

Uk 

32 

U8 

60 

18 

62 

68 

43 

62 

94 

y^ 

116 

103 

Sept. 

87 

100 

124 

169 

64 

95 

68 

50 

151 

195 

191 

220 

Oct. 

36U 

353 

383 

57 

112 

44 

420 

464 

426 

Hov. 

671 

591 

570 

51 

90 

24 

721 

682 

594 

Dec . 

635 

638 

633 

73 

72 

73 

708 

710 

706 

Jan. 

297 

326 

368 

86 

71 

52 

383 

398 

421 

Feb. 

109 

lU4 

132 

58 

82 

72 

167 

226 

204 

Mar. 

31 

kl 

12 

44 

37 

•♦3 

80 

81 

6 

k 

12 

17 

11 

22 

23 

l4 

k 

5 

6 

19 

13 

6 

23 

17 

Juzxe 

1 

8 

30 

25 

67 

24 

26 

75 

54 

y^ 

(b )  Cumulative 

July 

6 

13 

30 

31 

26 

38 

79 

32 

32 

51 

109 

63 

50 

U6 

78 

91 

44 

99 

l47 

75 

94 

145 

225 

166 

Sept . 

137 

1U6 

202 

261 

108 

195 

214 

125 

245 

341 

417 

386 

Oct. 

501 

U99 

585 

165 

307 

258 

665 

805 

843 

Hov. 

1,171 

1,09c 

1,155 

215 

397 

282 

1,387 

1,487 

1,437 

Dec. 

1,807 

1,727 

1,787 

288 

469 

355 

2,095 

2,197 

2,143 

Jan. 

2,10k 

2,05U 

2,156 

374 

540 

4o7 

2,478 

2,594 

2,563 

?eb. 

2,21k 

2,198 

2,288 

432 

622 

479 

2,645 

2,820 

2,767 

Mar. 

2,2U5 

2,233 

2,334 

444 

667 

516 

2,689 

2,900 

2,850 

Apr. 

2,250 

2,237 

2,346 

461 

678 

538 

2,711 

2,915 

2,884 

May 

2,250 

2,21*2 

2,351 

467 

696 

551 

2,717 

2,938 

2,901 

June 

2,252 

2,2U9 

2,381 

492 

763 

574 

2,743 

3,012 

2,955 

1/  Less  than  .5  thousand. 


Table  17.-  Turkeys:    Huniber  raised,  by  breed  types,  by  regions,  1954-55 


Light  breeds 

Heavy  breeds 

Total 

Region 

:    1954  ■ 

1955 

1954 

1955 

1954  1 

1955 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

H.  Atlantic 

:  1.2 

1.0 

4.2 

3.8 

5.4 

4.8 

E.  H.  Central 

:  2.3 

2.2 

6.8 

6.3 

9-1 

8.5 

W.  H.  Central 

:  5.2 

3.8 

12.2 

13.3 

17.5 

17.1 

S.  Atlantic 

:  6.5 

6.0 

5.3 

4.8 

12.0 

10.8 

S .  Central 

:  1.4 

1.1 

4.3 

5.7 

5.4 

Western 

:  2.2 

2.0 

14.1 

14.4 

16.2 

16.4 

United  States 

:  18.9 

16.1 

47.1 

47.0 

65.9 

63.1 
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Table  18.-  Turkeys:    First  of  month  U.  S.  storage  stocks,  monthly,  I9U5  to  date 
and  weekly,  35  cities  November  195'*  to  date 


Year 

Jan. 

:  Feb. 

:    Mar.  : 

Apr. 

:  May 

:  June 

:  July 

:  Aug. 

:  Sept. 

Oct. 

:    Nov.  r 
•  '• 

Dec. 

Mil. 

 «m  

Mil. 

 wTT  

Mil. 

 wTT  

Mil . 

Mil. 

Mil. 

 wj~1  

Mil. 

Mil. 

 i77T  

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

(a)  Monthly,  U. 

S. 

. 

1945 

73 

7'* 

03 

33 

29 

27 

21 

10 

27 

'*3 

.7A 
70 

-1  ^1.  c 
19'k> 

108 

135 

135 

12't 

107 

97 

79 

03 

55 

"+5 

ok 

117 

19U7 

120 

lUO 

120 

109 

95 

86 

72 

59 

'*5 

39 

65 

AiC 

1940 

03 

fta 
03 

70 

55 

hi 

33 

27 

19 

13 

15 

oil 

1949 

51 

55 

51 

kh 

36 

33 

29 

21 

21 

35 

76 

107 

1950 

127 

138 

129 

113 

93 

77 

6k 

hi 

37 

1*3 

77 

108 

1951 

UO 

117 

101 

80 

60 

U8 

39 

30 

25 

U2 

83 

109 

.1  .i.O 

yi 

72 

63 

56 

HO 

kii 

1953 

11+7 

IU3 

118 

92 

72 

60 

53 

69 

126 

135 

I95U 

122 

125 

109 

97 

79 

69 

57 

li  A 

51 

tA 
70 

141 

11*7 

1955 

121 

12 1* 

111 

93 

71 

60 

52 

he 

I. A 

75 

(b)  Weekly,  35  cities 

Wppkq   1 / 

1955 

First 

70 

73 

•  65 

5'* 

k2 

37 

29 

2h 

26 

ko 

89 

8it 

Second 

73 

71 

63 

U9 

1*1 

35 

28 

25 

27 

U7 

96 

88 

Third 

7U 

69 

62 

U8 

39 

32 

27 

25 

29 

51* 

88 

81 

Fourth 

75 

67 

59 

1*6 

37 

31 

26 

25 

35 

61* 

77 

69 

Fifth 

7U 

W* 

26 

7h 

1/  Holdings  on  successive  Saturdays  of  each  month. 


Table    19.  - 


Turkeys:    U.  S.  storage  holdings  Febmary  1  as  a  percentage  of 
preceding  year's  crop,  1931*  to  date 


Turkeys  slaughtered 


Storage  holdings  of  turkeys,  product 
weight  basis,  February  1  following  l/ 


Year 

Weight  : 

Percentage  : 

:    Percentage  of 

:      Percentage  of 

t    N.  Y  dressed 

:    Ready-to-cook  : 

of  previous  : 

Weight 

:  previous  year's 

•  F<revious  season's 

basis 

:           basis  : 

year  : 

:    slaughter  2/ 

storage  peak 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

lb. 

lb. 

Pet. 

lb. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

1931* 

283 

95 

21+ 

8 

118 

1935 

268 

95 

21 

8 

87 

1936 

360 

131* 

in 

11 

199 

1937 

3»*5 

96 

.  28 

8 

69 

1938 

351* 

103 

28 

8 

101 

1939 

1+21 

119 

65 

15 

232 

I9UO 

U76 

113 

65 

lU 

100 

191*1 

1+61 

97 

60 

13 

91 

191+2 

1+87 

106 

38 

8 

63 

19^*3 

1+52 

93 

1(8 

11 

128 

191+1* 

535 

U8 

1^ 

11+ 

153 

19^*5 

662 

121+ 

135 

20 

182 

191+6 

681+ 

103 

ll+O 

20 

lOU 

19^*7 

588 

1«85 

86 

83 

11+ 

59 

191*8 

510 

87 

55 

11 

63 

191*9 

691 

569 

135 

138 

20 

251 

1950 

736 

606 

107 

U7 

17 

85 

1951 

839 

691 

llU 

116 

15 

100 

1952 

938 

773 

112 

3/1^*3 

16 

123 

1953 

880 

725 

91+ 

3/125 

15 

79 

1951* 

816 

113 

121+ 

15 

92 

1955 

y775 

95 

1/  For  recent  bresikdown  of  turkey  stocks  hy  eviscerated  and  N.  Y.  dressed,  see  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  No.  163- 
Earlier  hreakdowns  not  available. 

2/  Percentage  of  year's  crop  in  storage  on  given  date.    Computed  on  N.  Y.  dressed  basis  through  19'*9,  then  gradually 
shifted  to  ready-to-cook. 

3/  Peak  holdings  from  I952  crop  were  I58  million  pounds  on  December  1,  1952;  and  from  1953  crop,  135  million  pounds  on 
December  1,  1953- 

V  Unofficial  estijnate. 
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Gross  IncQcie  from  Poultry- 
Enterprises  in  1936 
Likely  to  Decline 

Although  increases  are  anticipated  in  aggregate  volume  of  poultry  and 
egg  production  in  1956,  the  price  declines  resulting  from  the  larger  supplies 
are  likely  to  reduce  gross  income.    The  demand  for  most  farm  products  is 
considered  to  be  inelastic,  that  is,  other  things  being  equal,  given  percentage 
increases  in  quantity  clear  the  market  only  at  greater  than  comparable  per- 
centage decreases  in  price.    This  is  particularly  likely  to  be  true  for  po\iltry 
and  eggs  in  1956  in  view  of  the  already-existing  high  level  of  per  capita 
supplies  for  other  livestock  products  as  well  as  for  poultry  and  eggs. 

While  average  egg  and  poultry  prices  over  the  year  will  likely  be  lower, 
feed  costs  at  least  to  mid-yeaj*  are  likely  also  to  average  lower  than  1955  as 
a  whole  (aJLthough  not  necessarily  lower  than  the  last  quarter  of  1955).  There- 
fore, net  income  is  not  likely  to  decline  to  the  same  extent  as  gross,  con- 
sidered dollarwise.    Likewise,  the  percentage  change  in  the  respective  product/ 
feed  price  ratios  may  be  smaller  than  the  change  in  gross  income. 

Broiler  and  turkey  production  are  likely  to  increase  more  in  1956  than 
egg  production,  so  leirger  price  changes  are  probable  for  those  commodities 
than  for  eggs. 
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GRADES  AND  STANDARDS  l/ 

Use  of  Federal  grades  for  poiiltry  and  eggs  has  grown  slowly  but  steadily 
since  they  were  first  established  in  the  mid-1920 's,  but  they  are  still  not 
vised  for  a  large  proportion  of  the  production.    A  measure  of  the  growth  in  the 
vise  of  Federal  grades  is  provided  by  the  volumes  of  eggs  and  poultry  handled 
under  Federal  and  Federal -State  grading  and  inspection  programs.    Prior  to  World 
War  II,  less  than  5  million  cases  of  shell  eggs,  or  less  thaji  2  percent  of  sales 
off  farms,  were  graded  under  these  programs.    During  1950-5^^  the  quantity  of 
shell  eggs  officially  graded  averaged  15  million  cases  euinually  or  10  percent 
of  sales  off  farms.    Prior  to  World  War  II,  less  than  100  million  poionds  of 
poultry  or  less  than  3  percent  of  sales  off  farms  were  graded  under  Federal  and 
Federal -State  grading  and  inspection  programs.    During  1950-5^,  the  quantity 
'    graded  had  risen  to  an  annuaJ.  average  of  539  million  pounds  or  11  percent  of 
sales  off  farms. 

Although  the  volume  of  eggs  and  poultry  handled  under  Federal  and  Federal - 
State  grading  and  inspection  programs  is  small  in  relation  to  sales  off  farms, 
the  influence  of  Federal  grades  may  be  far  greater  thaji  the  volume  data  indicate. 
KiEiny  State  laws  that  establish  stajidards  and  grades  for  poultry  and  eggs  follow 
Federal  standards  and  grades  exactly  or  closely.    In  addition,  many  commercial 
grades  follow  specifications  found  in  the  Federal  standards  and  grades. 

Another  manifestation  is  the  wider  use  of  Federal  grade  terminology  in 
price  reporting.    Impetus  here  probably  came  from  the  Office  of  Price  Adminis- 
tration regulations  during  World  War  II  and  the  expansion  of  Federal -State 
Market  News  Service  after  the  war. 

Another  function  of  the  Federal  and  Federal -State  grading  and  inspection 
program  is  inspection  of  po\jltiy  for  whole someness .    To  obtain  this  inspection 
service,  a  plant  must  meet  certain  standards  designed  to  provide  sanitary  condi- 
tions.   All, ready -to -cook  poultry  that  is  graded  must  be  inspected  for  whole- 
someness.    Additional  quantities  are  inspected  but  not  graded,  being  mainly 
canned  or  used  in  other  processed  products  such  as  frozen  chicken  potpies  or 
are  sold  under  company  grades.    Prior  to  World  War  II,  less  than  100  million 
pounds  of  poiiltry,  or  approximately  3  percent  of  sales  off  farms,  were  inspected. 
During  1950-5^^  these  figures  had  risen  to  an  average  of  dho  million  pounds  of 
poultry  or  l8  percent  of  sales  off  farms.    The  continuing  trend  toward  merchan- 
dising ready-to-cook  poultry  and  other  processed  poultry  products  has  been  a 
primary  factor  in  increases  in  the  number  of  plants  under  inspection  and  the 
volume  inspected. 

In  general,  reasons  for  the  wider  use  of  Federal  grades  for  eggs  and 
poiiltry  probably  are:     (l)  Slowly  growing  demand  of  consxmiers  for  graded  prod- 
ucts, (2)  growing  specialization  in  marketing,  and  (3)  trend  toward  more  proces- 
sing and  packaging. 

1/  This  is  reprinted  from  the  I956  Outlook  Issue  of  The  Marketing  and 
Transportation  Situation. 
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POULTRY  SLAUGHTERING  MOVING  TO  PRODUCING  AREAS  l/ 

Within  the  poiiltry  industry  the  belief  is  generally  held  that  poultry 
slaughtering  is  moving  out  of  large  cities  into  major  poiiltry  producing  areas. 
Although  there  is  no  direct  evidence  readily  available  to  support  this  viev, 
there  is  some  rather  convincing  circumstantial  evidence. 

From  19hh  to  1953  reported  receipts  of  live  poultry  in  five  major  cities 
(Nev  York,  Chicago,  Philadelphia,  Boston,  and  San  Francisco)  fell  about  30  per- 
cent, from  2^9  million  to  17^  million  pounds.    In  this  same  period  and  in  the 
same  five  cities,  reported  receipts  of  dressed  poultiy  rose  63  percent,  from 
yjk  million  to  608  million  pounds.    San  Francisco  is  the  only  city  among  the 
five  in  which  live  receipts  increased  and  dressed  receipts  fell  during  this 
decade . 

Reports  of  construction  of  new  plants  occasionally  appear  in  trade 
publications.    In  recent  years  nearly  all  of  the  new  plants  have  been  built  in 
major  poultry  producing  areas,  while  many  city  plants  have  ceased  operations. 
Of    657  poioltry       slaughtering  plants  in  the  United  States,  each  killing 
30,000  or  more  pounds  of  birds,  live  basis,  per  week  while  in  operation, 
13^  are  in  the  25  largest  metropolitan  areas  with  populations  of  500,000  and 
over.    These  plants,  however,  average  smaller  than  commercial  plants  located 
in  smaller  cities  and  towns.    The  13^  plants  are  about  20  percent  of  the  com- 
mercial plants  but  their  volume  of  slaughter  is  less  than  9  percent  of  the 
total.    There  is  no  known  plant  with  an  average  weekly  slaughter  volume  of  more 
than  300,000  poimds  in  a  metropolitan  area  with  a  population  of  500,000  or 
more,  but  there  are  72  plants  that  large  or  larger  in  the  United  States,  prin- 
cipally in  such  major  poultry  producing  areas  as  Georgia,  Delaware,  Maiyland, 
Virginia,  Arkansas,  Minnesota,  and  California. 

A  number  of  important  economic  and  technical  conditions  and  developments 
appear  responsible  for  this  trend:     (1)  Differentials  in  operating  costs  be- 
tween larban  and  rural  areas  seem  to  favor  the  latter.    Among  the  factors  under- 
lying the  lower  costs  of  plant  operation  in  major  poultry  producing  areas  are: 
(a)  lower  costs  of  assembling  live  birds  which  more  than  offset  higher  costs 
of  distributing  ready-to-cook  birds,  (b)  lower  wage  rates,  and  (c)  lower  taxes 
and  rents.     (2)  Great  improvements  in  refrigeration  and  transportation  have 
been  made  which  permit  shipment  of  fresh-killed  poviltry  greater  distances  at 
lower  cost.     (3)  The  l£irge  integrated  food  merchandising  companies  have  found 
it  more  economical  and  convenient  to  hxxy  directly  from  large-scale  slaughter- 
ers located  in  major  producing  areas  than  to  deal  with  small  operators.  And 
(k)  several  sma]-l  but  highly  specialized  poultry  producing  areas  have  devel- 
oped.   These  have  required  new  marketing  methods  and  institutions. 


1/  This  is  reprinted  from  the  I956  outlook  issue  of  the  Marketing  and 
Transportation  Sit\xation. 
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Table  2k.-  Prices  of  poultry  feeds  and  ingredients  by  months, I953-5U  to  date 


:  Index  of  prices 

Value  of 

Scratch 

:  paid  by  farmers 

poultry  ration, 

grains , 

Com, 

:  for 

feed 

I>er  cvt. 

» 

per  cvt. 

per  bu . 

Month 

:     ( 191+7 -i*^  100) 

u.  s.  1/ 

U 

.  S.  2/ 

u.  s.  3/ 

:  1953: 

195k: 

1955 

1953 

:  I95U  : 

1955 

.  1953: 

1951+: 

1955 

1953 

:  195^*  : 

1955 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol^ 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Jan. 

106 

97 

U.06 

3.82 

3.80 

k.^0 

k  ?,0 

U.28 

l.lfS 

I.lf2 

l.lfO 

Feb. 

103 

97 

97 

3.96 

3.36 

3.80 

U.3I 

k.29 

I.U3 

l.lf3 

i.ko 

Mar. 

103 

99 

96 

3.97 

3.90 

3.76 

k.k2 

U.36 

k.2d 

l.lf6 

l.lflf 

1.36 

Apr. 

101 

100 

95 

^  ok 

J  •  pj 

J  •  1  J 

k.k2 

1^.37 

k.25 

l.If6 

l.lf5 

1.36 

May 

100 

101 

9k 

3.92 

3.97 

3.7U 

k.kl 

U.38 

U.27 

l.lf9 

l.lf7 

l.lfO 

June 

98 

96 

93 

3.86 

3.90 

3.69 

'^.39 

1^.36 

k.2k 

l.lf6 

I.U9 

l.UO 

July 

97 

97 

91 

3.83 

3.88 

3.63 

k.33 

U.32 

If. 21 

1  lf7 

1.50 

l.lfO 

Aug. 

96 

98 

89 

3.34 

3.90 

3.5'* 

U.34 

If. 32 

If.llf 

l.lf8 

1.53 

1.30 

Sept . 

95 

98 

37 

3.82 

3.89 

3.'*7 

U.32 

if.  30 

k.ok 

1.50 

1.53 

1.2lf 

Oct.  : 

9k 

96 

87 

3.72 

3.80 

3.hk 

if. 28 

U.27 

If  .01 

1.3k 

I.U5 

l.llf 

Nov .  : 

93 

96 

3.68 

3.78 

k.22 

k.2n 

1.33 

1.37 

Dec.  : 

95 

97 

3.77 

3.79 

k.26 

k.23 

l.lfl 

1.39 

Average: 

96 

98 

3.86 

3.87 

k.36 

U.32 

l.lfJf 

l.lf6 

cvt.  of: 

Price 

per  cvt. 

of 

Price  per 

soyb 

ean  meal 

Laying  mash. 

U.  S.  2/ 

\  Broiler  mash,  U. 

S.  2/ 

U.  S. 

average  2/ 

1953 

:  195** 

:  1955 

:  1953  : 

195'*  : 

1955 

1953  : 

1954  : 

1955 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Jan.  : 

5.12 

If  .83 

4.77 

5.46 

5.23 

5.20 

5-09 

4.86 

4.76 

Feb.  : 

5.02 

4.86 

4.77 

5.38 

5.26 

5.18 

'+.93 

5.01 

4.72 

Mar. 

5.00 

4.93 

4.75 

5.3»* 

5.32 

5.15 

4.91 

5.30 

4.62 

Apr.  : 

'f.9if 

5.01 

4.70 

5.32 

5.U1 

5.13 

4.80 

5.53 

4.49 

May  : 

'*.93 

5.10 

4.68 

5.28 

5.51 

5.08 

4.78 

5.99 

U.35 

June  : 

If  .89 

5.00 

4.62 

5.26 

5.39 

5.02 

4.74 

5.67 

4.17 

July  : 

If. 84 

4.97 

4.60 

5.23 

5.35 

5.02 

4.74 

5.77 

4.17 

Aug.  : 

if.Sif 

4.96 

4.53 

5.23 

5.39 

'^.95 

4.72 

5.80 

4.14 

Sept.  : 

U.80 

4.90 

4.45 

5.22 

5.33 

4.85 

4.60 

5.52 

4.16 

Oct.  ; 

4.73 

4.77 

4.47 

5.1'* 

5.19 

4.88 

4.46 

4.81 

4.32 

Nov.  : 

If. 66 

4.76 

5.09 

5.17 

J*. 35 

4.77 

Dec.  : 

4.77 

4.75 

5.23 

5.18 

4.78 

4.79 

Average : 

lf.88 

4.90 

5.26 

5.31 

4.74 

5.32 

1/  Purchased  feeds  at  prices  paid  by  farmers;  home-grovn  feeds  vsJ-ued  at  cvirrent 
prices  received  by  farmer*. 

2/  Average  price  paid  by  farmers. 

^  Average  price  received  by  feamers. 
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Table  25.-  First -of -month  storage  stocks  of  shell  and 
frozen  eggs,  1950  to  date 


Yeeo* 

:  Jan.: 

Feb. 

;  Mar. : 

Apr. 

:  May  : 

June: 

July: 

Atig. : 

Sept. : 

Oct.: 

Nov. : 

Dec. 

:  Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

(a)    Shell  eggs,  cases 

1950 

:  0.1 

O.lf 

0.7 

1.3 

2.1 

3.U 

3.7 

3.2 

2.6 

1.6 

0.5 

1/ 

1951 

:  1/ 

.1 

.2 

0.3 

1.0 

2.1 

2.U 

2.3 

1.6 

1.0 

.5 

0.2 

1952 

:  .1 

.2 

.9 

1.6 

2.2 

3.2 

3.U 

2.7 

2.2 

1.7 

1.0 

.u 

1953 

:  .2 

.1 

.2 

.U 

0.8 

l.U 

1.5 

1.2 

0.8 

0.5 

.3 

.1 

195»^ 

:  .1 

.1 

l.U 

.U 

.7 

1.3 

1.6 

l.U 

1.0 

.8 

.6 

•  3 

1955 

:  .2 

.2 

.3 

.5 

1.2 

2.1 

2.3 

2.2 

1.7 

1.1 

(b)    Frozen  egg,  pounds 

1950 

\  5U 

55 

73 

117 

155 

180 

188 

175 

155 

133 

lOU 

76 

1951 

^y 

:  ^1 

31 

33 

62 

109 

163 

190 

191 

176 

151 

122 

95 

1952 

67 

53 

61 

8U 

111 

1U6 

166 

163 

lUU 

I2U 

95 

72 

1953 

:  50 

35 

U2 

65 

99 

132 

160 

153 

133 

no 

87 

61 

195»^  • 

k2 

38 

U2 

92 

136 

167 

186 

181 

161 

139 

118 

95 

1955  • 

75 

66 

63 

8U 

126 

171 

19U 

195 

180 

15U 

( 

c)    Frozen  egg,  case  eqxiivBlent  2/ 

1950  \ 

l.U 

1.5 

2.0 

3.1 

U.l 

U.8 

5.0 

U.7 

U.l 

3.5 

2.8 

2.0 

1951  J 

1.2 

0.8 

0.8 

1.6 

2.8 

U.2 

U.9 

5.0 

U.6 

3.9 

3.2 

2.5 

1952  ! 

1.7 

l.U 

1.6 

2.2 

2.9 

3.8 

U.3 

U.2 

3.7 

3.2 

2.5 

1.9 

1953  : 

1.3 

.9 

1.1 

1.7 

2.6 

3.U 

U.l 

U.O 

3.5 

2.9 

2.3 

1.6 

1951*  ! 

1.1 

1.0 

1.1 

2.U 

3.5 

U.3 

U.8 

U.7 

U.2 

3.6 

3.1 

2.5 

1955  s 

1.9 

1.7 

1.6 

2.2 

3.3 

U.U 

5.0 

5.1 

U.7 

U.O 

(d)    Shell  and  frozen  combined. 

case 

equivalent 

1950  : 

1.5 

1.8 

2.7 

u.u 

6.3 

8.2 

8.7 

7.8 

6.7 

5.1 

3.3 

2.1 

1951  : 

1.3 

0.9 

1.0 

1.9 

3.8 

6.3 

7.U 

7-2 

6.2 

u.9 

3.7 

2.7 

1952  : 

1.9 

1.6 

2.5 

3.8 

5.1 

7.0 

7.7 

7.0 

5.9 

U.9 

3.5 

2.3 

1953  : 

1.5 

1.0 

l.U 

2.1 

3.U 

U.9 

5.7 

5.2 

.U.3 

3-3 

2.5 

1.7 

1951*  : 

1.2 

1.1 

1.2 

2.8 

U.3 

5.7 

6.5 

6.1 

5.2 

U.U 

3.7 

2.8 

1955  : 

2.1 

2.0 

1.9 

2.7 

U.5 

6.5 

7.3 

7.3 

6.U 

5.1 

(e)    Egg  solids  (dried  egg),  pounds  2/  3/ 


1950  • 

70.2 

76.3 

1951  : 

96.1 

90.5 

1952  ; 

.  17.7 

17.0 

1953  ! 

U.O 

3.U 

195U  s 

1.2 

1.1 

1955  J 

1.9 

1.5 

77.2 
81.1 
15.6 
3.2 
1.3 
1.5 


79.8 
7U.5 

lU.8 

3.3 
1.6 

1.9 


79.9 
58.9 
1U.2 
3.2 
2.3 
2.5 


80.2 
5I.U 
11.3 
3.5 
3.2 
3.2 


93.0  103. U 

U6.2  37.0 


10.6 
3.7 
3.9 
U.7 


9.U 
U.O 
U.O 
6.3 


109.2  111.5  108.6 
30. U    25.2  22.1 

7.8  6.U  5.1 

3.9  2.7  2.0 
3.6  3-0  2.6 
6.U  5.7 


99.2 
19.1 
U.3 
l.U 
2.1 


1/  Less  than  O.5  million  cases.    2/  One  case  of  eggs  is  equivalent  to  3^ 
pounds  of  mixed  whole  frozen  egg,  or  10.2  pounds  of  egg  solids.    3/  Large 
stocks  in  early  years  of  this  series  reflect  USDA  inventories. 
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